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Minutes of the Environment Committee Meeting 
Held at 6.30pm on Tuesday 26th October 2020 via the Microsoft Teams platform 

  
Members: Cllrs: P Beighton (Chair), A Gibson, C Grimes, T Nurse, K Phillips, A 

Bates 
 

In Attendance: Cllrs: P Beighton (Chair), C Grimes, Alan Gibson, T Nurse, K Phillips, 
A Bates S Fletcher (Ass. Clerk) 

  
The Chair welcomed all the attendees and set out the expectations for this first committee 
meeting to beheld remotely via the Microsoft Teams platform. 
 

 
370     To receive apologies for absence  

 
All members of the Committee are present. 
 

371 To approve the minutes of the Environment Committee held on 27th January 2020 
 
A typo was noted in minute 362. 
 
Resolved: Minutes were corrected approved and signed as a true record. 
 
 

372 To resolve if members of the press and public are to be excluded from any agenda items of 
the meeting due to the nature of the business to be transacted.  Under Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, S1 (2)) 
 
Non-Present 
 

373    To note any matters arising from the meeting of 27th January 2020 
. 

 
357.5 To discuss and agree action for Tanyard toilets hand-dryers service contract. 
 
 Assistant clerk advised that no evidence of the quotation could be located. Various 

suggestions were made of where the information may be held. Assistant clerk advised 
she would follow these suggestions. 

 
Resolved: Assistant Clerk (SF) to progress 

 
368   Tanyard Shops 
 
          It was noted that Councillor Phillips had progressed this issue as far as was 
          practicable and the area would not be wholly resurfaced following the removal of the  
          recycling bins. It was confirmed that the area has been ‘patched’ and is not causing  
          any health and safety concerns. 
 

374   To receive a financial update to 6th October 2020 
 
The assistant clerk had circulated the figures prior to the meeting and explained what the  
headings represented in real terms. 
She advised that there is an overspend on the Tanyard toilets non-domestic rates as it was  
Initially thought the Government were to abolish them however, the vote was never taken  
due to the Covid pandemic. 
A further discussion took place regarding the Honorarium payment for the warden of the  
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Tanyard toilets that were closed for a period of time. The chair and vice chair will follow this  
up with the warden and action payment. 
 

Financial Statement for Wickersley Parish 

Council 

Financial Report to 06/10/2020 

As at 

06/10/2020 

Commited  to 

31 Mar 2020 

Total 

projected  

to   31 Mar 

2021 

Budget    

2020-21 

Surplus/-Deficit 

projection to 31 

Mar 2020 

Comment 

Income 
      

Tanyard Owner - Contribution 0.00 4626 4626 4626.00 0.00 

Total Environment 0.00 4626.00 4626.00 4626.00 0.00 

      
 

Expenditure 

iz 

 

 

Handypersons materials 112.74 700 812.74 800.00 12.74

Tanyard - refuse collection 981.95 2205.35 3187.30 3000.00 187.30

Tanyard toilets - Maintenance 0.00 1000 1000.00 1000.00 0.00

Tanyard toilets - ground rent 0.00 100 100.00 100.00 0.00

Tanyard toilets - warden honorarium 0.00 400 400.00 525.00 -125.00

Tanyard toilets - non domestic rates 1060.38 0 1060.38 0.00 1060.38

Tanyard toilets - RMBC water & electricity  223.84 589.92 813.76 800.00 13.76

Tanyard - rock salt / gritting 0.00 100 100.00 100.00 0.00

Monthly gardening contract 0.00 9000 9000.00 9000.00 0.00

Gardening & landscaping work-other 0.00 2000 2000.00 2000.00 0.00

Christmas Lights - maintenance 177.79 5836.08 6013.87 6000.00 13.87

Total Environment 2556.70 21931.35 24488.05 23325.00 1163.05

 
 
Resolved: Budget figures are approved 
 

375 To consider other issues relating to the environment, to include: - 
 
  375.1 To receive an update and agree progress for signage 
    
  Assistant Clerk advised that following the earlier very positive meeting Simon Quarta from     

RMBC, Councillors Beighton and Grimes had visited the suggested locations, which 
looked perfect for the proposed new signage. However, some concern has been raised 
that these two areas are not entirely within our parish. Assistant Clerk has addressed this 
query and is awaiting confirmation from Simon Quarta RMBC following his discussions 
with colleagues in highways. She added that despite email reminders no firm information 
had been received. Councillor Philips will try and assist to establish contact. A discussion 
followed about how to manage the provision of signage and agreed to await the decision of 
RMBC so no money is wasted. 

 
375.2To receive an update and agree progress for bench refurbishment 

    
 The Chair updated that the bench’s in situ are very well received and are used on a    
 daily basis, they have not suffered any damage and look in very good condition. She 
 added that whilst the situation on the Tanyard is progressed the bench refurbishment can   
 continue with a suggestion of replacing a bench at the junction of Morthen Road and Wood 
Lane. 
 Assistant Clerk had included in the pack the quotation for a bench for fixing on hard surface 
 The matter was discussed and agreed that the replacement should proceed. 
   
  Resolved: that the assistant clerk progress this and place an order. 
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375.3To receive an update and agree progress for hanging baskets on lamp posts 
 
The Chair advised that the hanging baskets and railing planters had been taken down and 
been replanted with winter plants and had received a number of positive comments about 
the displays throughout the summer months and the recent switch to winter plant providing 
much needed colour and cheer. 
A discussion followed in respect of the ongoing practicality of winter planting in the hanging 
baskets particularly when budgetary constraints may be in place following the impact of the 
Covid pandemic. 
 
Resolved: winter planting in the hanging baskets to be withdrawn. 

 
375.4 To consider and agree refurbishment of Stephen Shore memorial garden  

 
  The Chair updated that despite the positive progression of this project which had  
   unfortunately, been halted by the lockdown period it is considered that this project should 
   be held in abeyance at this time, the area is maintained and pleasant and may well benefit  
   for refurbishment in the future. 
 
   Resolved: this project is held in abeyance at this time. 
 
375.5 To discuss and agree action for Tanyard toilets hand-dryers service contract 

  
   Matter already addressed in minute 373  
 
375.6 To discuss and agree Moorlands- Tree Maintenance- interference with BT lines 
 
The assistant clerk advised that a complaint had been received from a resident of 
Moorlands that trees planted outside on the pathway were interfering with the BT line and 
Broadband reception. She added that the resident had said BT and RMBC had noted that 
the trees are the responsibility of the parish. The assistant clerk added that she had included 
within the pack photographs of the tree concerned taken recently and a google image from 
2012. It would appear that the original dwelling, a single storeys structure had been 
demolished and replaced with a two-storey dwelling sometime between the 2012 and 
present. The assistant had already made enquiries with RMBC tree officers if they had or 
were willing to carry out a tree survey of the trees and provided a quotation for the survey. A 
lengthy discussion followed about the number of trees that fall within the parish 
responsibility and if it is sensible to carry out a rolling programme of tree surveys to ensure 
the appropriate management of the trees. It was also noted that we had received no direct 
information from BT that the issue was the tree or when the line was installed to the new 
dwelling. It was agreed that an assessment is carried out to establish how many trees are 
the responsibility of the parish and the Assistant Clerk is to update the resident of the 
intentions of the parish and ask specific questions identified in the discussion. 
 
Resolved: To progress and establish a tree asset count and update the complainant. 
 

376    Tanyard Shops 
 
The assistant clerk advised attachment E in the packs are the licence applications that have 
to be submitted to RMBC for the works to progress on Tanyard. She added that the 
quotation previously discussed for the bench on hard standing would apply also in this case. 
Councillor Grimes explained that the intention is to make a pleasant area of seating 
following the removal of the recycling bins, with perhaps two bench’s and planters possibly 
incorporating the existing 3 tier planter nearby. Safety is also to be considered and sight 
lines near the access point. The matter was discussed and agreed that a small working 
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party would agree a design and present it to the next meeting. The working party to consist 
of the chair, and councillors’ Grimes and Bates. 
 
Resolved: Working party to progress design and report back 
 

377 Gardening Contract Renewal 2021 
 

   The assistant clerk drew members attention to the matrix for the gardening & landscaping   
    contract marked F in their packs, together with the email to familiarise prior to the meeting 
    The contract is due for renewal in 2021 and members need to consider if any items are to  
    be removed or added to the schedule in readiness for the tender process to begin 
    A lengthy discussion followed with varying views, also exploring the option of incorporating 
    this contract with the Grounds Maintenance contract that is also due for renewal. There 
    were some obvious additions, the holster planters to be included 10 posts on Morthen  
    and 11 posts on Northfield for one season (See minute 375.3). Some shrub beds can be 
    removed from the schedule. It was also discussed that previous agreements for extensive  
    planting may have to be reconsidered following the financial impact brought on by the  
    Covid-19 situation. 
    
    Resolved: Chair and vice chair to inspect the document in detail 
    
     

378 Note the Dates for Meeting for 2020 
 
It is noted that the meetings were due to be held on Tuesday 7th April 2020 , Monday 6th 
July 2020 were cancelled due to the Covid pandemic and the Tuesday 3rd November 2020 
was rescheduled to 26th October. 
It was agreed the next meeting in the absence of a full schedule of meetings to be agreed 
for 2021 is to be held on 12th January 2021 at 6.30pm 
 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at  20.15pm 
 
 
Chairperson………………….............. Date ……………………………..  


