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Minutes from 2nd Delegated Powers meeting (Covid 19) 2nd July 2020 10.30am- 
Wickersley Community Centre 
 
Present Cllr S Ellis (Chair) 
Cllr J Barber and Cllr P Thirlwall 
 
Parish Clerk 
 
The above Councillors are the decision makers for Wickersley Parish Council during 
the Covid 19 closedown period, as resolved at the March Parish Council meeting. 
 

1. Apologies 

All Councillors present 

2. Maters arising from last meeting 

No Matters raised 

3. Parish Matters, update 

A new fortnightly update email communication to Councillors and Parish staff 

has been introduced. It has been well received. 

Conversation has occurred throughout the Parish regarding a “rumour” that a 

Lidl store is to be built in Wickersley. Currently there is no evidence e.g. pre 

planning information therefore it is a case of waiting for actual 

information/facts. 

4. Budget to date 

The Clerk presented a new financial statement proforma which has been 

developed in consultation with the Sage consultants. Its aim being to replace 

Wickersley Community Centre,  
286 Bawtry Road, Wickersley, 

Rotherham. S66 1JJ 
Clerk: Carol J Lavell  

01709 703270 
clerk@wickersleypc.org.uk 

www.wickersleypc.org.uk 



 

Page 2 of 7 

 

the previous system of manually inputting data from sage onto an Excel 

spreadsheet for presenting to Councillors with a form “directly fed” from Sage. 

The advantages being the figures accurately reflect what is on Sage, which is 

our key financial management tool, allows reports at the touch of a button and 

will save time as does not require the previous double handling of figures. 

It will still require manual input of committed figures as this is a management 

(Clerk) assessment. 

RESOLVED that the Clerk produces an additional report relating to the 

spend/non spend of committees during the Covid 19 lockdown position, in 

conjunction with individual Chairs to illustrate the impact of the current 

situation on budgets and future plans. 

This will underpin a review of the budget situation and the effect Covid 19 has 

had on the overall business, (including Winthrop Gardens and WCCA) 

It is not envisaged that there will be the same level of project monies rollover 

at the end of 20/21 as 19/20 as monies will be needed to support both WCCA 

and Winthrop Gardens. 

5. Internal Audit   

This is scheduled for July 14th, 2020. The Clerk to ask whether this could occur 

at the Community Centre rather than remotely. 

6. Model Publication Scheme 

The draft of this document had been circulated to all Councillors. Two 

additions were requested 

a. The inclusion of Winthrop Gardens in Class 7. “The service we offer” 

b. To include the availability of hard copies of all documents at the costs 

stated on page 8 

7. New website 

The Clerk showed the Beta (work in progress) site to the Councillors to 

illustrate the look and information which will be available. 

It was requested that  

a. a separate Planning tab is provided which includes Licensing and all 

consultation response given to RMBC from WPC 
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b. that prior to going live all Councillors have access to the beta site to try it 

out, and thereby allow rectification of any issues prior to the Public 

launch. 

c. The new website is reviewed in a year after going live 

8. Council Meetings Schedule, recommencing of Full meetings 

To be reviewed at September Delegated Powers meeting. This is scheduled for 

10.30am, 3rd September 2020. 

9. Public Toilets-reopening/review 

To be reviewed at September Delegated Powers meeting. This is scheduled for 

10.30am, 3rd September 2020. 

10. Staffing Matters 

As from July 4th, 2020 Community Centre’s and Libraries are allowed to reopen. 

It was considered that staff should be phased back to work within the office. 

It was requested that the office is staffed a minimum of 3 mornings a week (1 

morning per Clerk) 9.00-12. 00noon.from August 3rd and 5 mornings a week in 

September and onwards. If a Clerk is on Annual Leave in August, it is not 

required that their day in the office is covered. 

There is to be a maximum of 1 person in the office at any one time. 

Concern was expressed regarding offering access and face to face contact in a 

restricted area to the public and it was proposed a new door arrangement is 

sought which allows both a screen and half opening option  to provide a safer 

offering. 

Government guidelines restated by YLCA/NALC /SLCC state that staff should 

continue to work from home wherever possible. Staff will therefore work their 

remaining hours from home  

The Clerk to provide the Chair of HR with timesheets for June for the Clerking 

team. 

The Clerk is still researching the working from home allowance mentioned 

previously with links to HMRC. The thought is it relates to tax allowances 

however this still needs verification. 
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It was stated that the Council would not pay any working for home allowances 

to staff currently working from home due to Covid 19, which came from 

Council budgets 

11. Events Update 

Yorkshire Day on August 1st, 2020 is the only event currently being planned. 

October and Christmas Lights events will be reviewed in September in line with 

government guidelines on social distancing at the time. 

12. Wickersley Park Redevelopment 

This commenced on 29th June 2020 and the existing play area equipment is in 

the process of being removed.  

Payment has been requested for part of the works. The Clerk to check the 

agreed contract regarding this. 

Footnote: the contract clearly states that payment is due within 14 days of 

commencement of works on site therefore the Clerk will action this. 

13. Review of Risk Assessment ref Covid 19- 

The Risk assessment document circulated to Councillors in June was accepted 

with the addition of the following paragraph relating to lone working at heights 

as requested by Cllr Phillips, Chair of WCCA. 

Both caretakers will work together on tasks requiring 2 people and for safety 

reasons. On other occasions they will work alone and continue to work to safe sole 

working practices including being in regular contact with the other caretaker when 

entering and leaving the building. This will be determined by the task in hand and at 

their discretion 

14. Reopening of Community Centre -considerations 

Government guidelines now state that Community Centre’s can reopen from 

July 4th, 2020. 

The Clerk reported back from an exercise undertaken with Centre users as to 

their future requirements of the Centre. It is clear that those with an aging 

demographic are cautious to recommence group meetings and several quoted 

early 2021 as a possible start date. 

Exercise groups are still not permitted to be held. 
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Other groups can now be invited back subject to social distancing rules and 

adherence to the risk assessment and associated guidelines for Centre usage 

which are in the final stages of production. It is not envisaged any groups will 

return prior to the Library reopening. 

Centre users will be asked for copies of their Risk assessments prior to 

recommencement of their groups. This is to ensure they have considered their 

responsibilities as group managers. 

It is not for the Parish Council or WCCA to approve the risk assessment as it is 

the responsibility of the individual , but for them to ensure one is in place. 

It was suggested that groups who may find this a daunting task approach 

Voluntary Action Rotherham (VAR) for advice. WPC/WCCA staff cannot give 

advice to groups on their responsibilities regarding their risk assessments. 

As of this morning it is reported that Wickersley Library is scheduled to reopen 

on 5th August, subject to agreement with WCCA as the landlord. 

Wickersley library is in the final phase of library reopening’s as RMBC do not 

manage the building. 

The plan is to manage the library reopening with RMBC by meeting with their 

personnel, devise an agreed reopening plan and from this work plan the 

reopening of the Centre to users in a staggered manner. Clerk to action  

August is traditionally a quiet month at the Centre due to holidays etc. 

therefore group uptake is envisaged to be low until September. 

Cllr J Barber left the meeting at 12.30  

15. Items requiring decisions 

(a) Removal of concrete planters 

Resolved to arrange for removal of unsightly concrete planters on 

Quarryfield Lane following a complaint from a member of the public 

at their unkempt and unsightly presence. 

(b) Additional token for bank for A Chester 

The Winthrop Garden Organiser is taking payments for Afternoon 

teas via BACS but has no way of checking payment has been made 

other than going via the Clerk (who holds the only access token to the 

bank) on every occasion. This is proving both time consuming and 
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impractical. It is envisaged in the future due to Covid 19 more use will 

have to made of BACS with less dependence on cash payments. Due 

to the logistics and anticipated increase use of BACS it was RESOLVED 

that Anna Chester, the current Winthrop Organiser is permitted to 

have a bank access token for the sole purpose of checking payments 

into the bank account. This must be returned to the Parish Clerk on 

her departure from the council or at the request of the Parish Clerk 

and or/ Parish Chair. 

Furthermore the Internal control Policy must be revised to ensure 

adequate checks are in place by 2 members of staff  (Parish Clerk and 

Assistant Clerk) to monitor monthly the income and expenditure 

from the Parish council bank account as part of the reconciliation 

process. 

(c) Football/Personal Trainers to use Bob Maison 

A request has been received from a personal trainer to hold sessions at 

Bob Maison Recreation ground. The recreation ground has been hired 

out in the past at the same rate as the football pitch hire rate.  

It was agreed that for the cost of £45 an area of ground could be hired 

out; this must be away from the football pitches. Appropriate PI 

insurance must be held, and a risk assessment produced. 

It is not for the Parish Council to approve the risk assessment as it is the 

responsibility of the individual, but for them to ensure one is in place. 

A further football team have requested to hire one of the pitches at Bob 

Maison, though they are in the same league as one of the current users 

they state they could arrange home matches taking this into 

consideration. 

Despite considerable debate regarding a 3rd team playing, a unanimous 

decision between the 2 remaining Councilors could not be reached. It is 

therefore to be deferred until the September meeting. 

16.  Communications strategy - 

Anna Chester joined for this item as is involved with writing this strategy. 

A communications strategy is in the process of being developed to unify the 

way communications are dealt with across the Council-staff and Councilors. A 
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proposed aims and objectives paper was presented, discussed, and agreed 

upon to set the tone for this document and start the process.  

 

18 Date of next meeting 

The date of the next meeting is to be Thursday 3rd September, 10.30 am at the 

Community Centre. This takes into account the August recess period. 

If required additional remote meetings will be arranged. 

 


